
By becoming a member of Sister Cities, you 
will receive newsletters, you will be able to 
take part in events when we have foreign 
visitors here, you could have the opportu-
nity to chaperone a student trip or host ei-
ther adults or students that visit. 
 
With the support of our Mayor, our City 
Government, Gaston County Public & Pri-
vate Schools and  hundreds of volunteers 
we are able to provide this exciting yet edu-
cational program. Having the opportunity 
to travel to another country is an adventure 
of a lifetime for most high school students.   
 
Now, more than ever, there is a strong 
need for all of us to work for world peace.  
What better way than to encourage our 
young people to establish lifelong peaceful 
connections between cultures?  100% of 
donations go directly to programming: 
Student Exchanges to Germany and Peru, 
scholarship money to deserving students, 
programming when students from our Sis-
ter Cities visit Gastonia so we can show 
them what we have to offer in our area,  
Annual Young Artists Competition, etc 
 
Get On Board with Gastonia’s Sister Cities 
as we experience other cultures and learn 
more about the world around us. Our ef-
forts to promote “Peace Though People”, 
begins with YOU! 

Gastonia Sister Cities 
PO Box 1748 

Gastonia, NC 28053 
704-854-6602  

Faces of Sister Cities Sister Cities 
Membership 



     

On the evening of March 22, 2004 at 
the Schiele Museum, 
Santiago de Surco, 
Peru became Gasto-
nia’s second Sister 
C i t y .  T h e  f o r m a l 
agreement assures an 
offering of “culture, 
historical sites, deli-
cious food and hospi-
tality”.  Santiago de 
Surco is a district of 
Lima with a population of 240,000, 
filled with diversity, unique beauty 
and energy.  This relationship prom-
ises to enrich our local Latino re-
sources.  Membership will help spon-
sor projects that promote exchanges 
between Gastonia and Surco. 
 

Gotha, Germany 
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Surco, Peru 

A formal Sister 
Ci t ies  A gree-
m e n t  w a s 
signed on April 
19,  1993 with 
this city located 
in the central 
Thuringia area 
o f  G e r m a n y .  
With a popula-

tion of approximately 60,000, Gotha 
and Gastonia continue a mutual 
flow of exchanges and programs.  
Since 1993, at least two student ex-
changes per year continue as the ba-
sis for our German Cultural and His-
tory Program.  Teachers, artists and 
professionals continue to  enhance 
this long standing affiliation.   

Since the inception of Sister Cities we have sent over 300 + students to 
both Gotha and Surco and in return the same amount of students have 
visited Gastonia from each city.  In total, over 500 Gaston County resi-
dents have gone to either Gotha or Surco as ambassadors.  We have done 
exchanges with our fire and police departments as well as with local busi-
nesses.  If you have ideas on how you or your business can contribute to 
our success stories, please let us know! 

It’s all in the numbers!!! 


