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Historic District Commission  

Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018, 10:30 a.m. 

Garland Municipal Building Conference Room 131 
 

The Historic District Subcommittee met on Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Garland Municipal Building in Conference Room 131. 

 

Committee Member(s) Present: William Blackwelder, Lynn Stepp 

Committee Member(s) Absent: None 

Staff in Attendance: Kim Wallis, Planner 

 Chrystal Howard, Secretary     

 

Meeting began at 10:48 a.m. 

 

ITEM 1: 525 S CHESTER ST – SHEEHAN 

Ms. Wallis stated that the applicant is seeking approval to build a new 10 ft. x 12 ft. handicapped 

ramp/deck at the back of her home.  The ramp will be 4 ft. wide and 12 ft. long and it will built 

with treated wood lumber.  The applicant would like to paint it whatever color the subcommittee 

recommends.  Ms. Wallis displayed a sketch of the ramp, as well as, a street view of the house.   

 

Commissioners Blackwelder and Stepp were in favor of the deck with a handicap ramp.   

 

Commissioners Blackwelder and Stepp discussed white, gray or a combination of both for paint 

colors.  After further discussion on maintenance and colors, the Commissioners decided upon 

painting or staining the deck and ramp the same color as the house whichever is easiest for the 

applicant to maintain.   

 

Committee Decision: The final decision was to approve the following request(s): 

 Build a 10’wx12’l wooden deck with handicapped ramp 4’w x 12’l at rear of house, per 
design in application. 

 Per your request, the subcommittee recommends painting or staining (whichever is 
easiest to maintain) the deck and ramp to match the warm grey color of your house. 

 

ITEM 2: 416 W SECOND AVENUE – GREEN APPLE HOUSE (COX) 

Ms. Wallis stated that the applicant is seeking approval for the following: 

 Adjust the location of a driveway in one of the two new houses to be constructed as 

approved by the Historic District Commission in March of 2017 

 Move driveway of east house to the left of the house 

 Install a 3 ft. buffer between the two driveways 

 Install concrete front turnaround in the front yard of both houses 

 Keep 2 large canopy trees as indicated in the original site plan to continue the canopy of 

street trees in neighborhood 



 Include additional heavily planted beds and landscaping to soften the appearance of the 

turn-around.   

Ms. Wallis displayed the original and proposed sketch, as well as, the street view of the property. 

 

Both members were in favor of the 3 ft. buffer and driveway in the middle with turnaround.  

Brief discussion ensued of stormwater runoff into the neighbor’s yard and Board member Stepp 

will follow-up with the neighbor.  Board member Blackwelder prefers one driveway entrance.  

Board member Stepp inquired about the trees in the right-of-way and Ms. Wallis stated that these 

trees would remain.  Discussion ensued on whether the sidewalk and grass area was in the right-

of-way.  Both members reviewed the site plan and determined that the canopy street trees, 

planted beds and landscaping will provide a pleasant appearance to this location, and will soften 

the appearance of the turnarounds.  Ms. Wallis will provide Stormwater Utility Administrator 

contact information to Board member Stepp.  

 

Committee Decision: The final decision was to approve the following requests: 

 Relocate the driveway of the eastern house to the left of the house. 

 Install a 3’ buffer between the two driveways.  

 Install concrete front turnarounds in front yard of both houses. 

 Plant 2 large canopy street trees in location on site plan  

 Include heavily planted beds and landscaping to soften the appearance of the turnarounds 

in location of site plan. 

 

ITEM 3: 407 W FIFTH AVENUE - TATE 

Ms. Wallis stated that the applicant is seeking approval to remove two large pin oak trees in front 

yard on either side of front yard walk.  Previously, the applicant asked approval for removal and 

was denied three times, as well as, at a full commission meeting in 2012.  Applicant stated in a 

letter that he feels that the trees are too big for the location and too close to house.  The applicant 

had to dig up his sewer line in 2015 as tree roots had gotten into the lines and clogged them.  The 

applicant also wrote that the roots from the trees have spread and are ruining the driveway, and 

he is concerned that the roots are growing towards the foundation of the house.  The applicant 

included several COAs in his application where the subcommittee has approved otherwise 

healthy trees because the owners were fearful of the leaning of the tree, that they were too close 

to house, or for safety concerns.  Ms. Wallis stated that the city arborist conducted a site visit and 

found the trees to be very healthy, have no sign of ill health, have no sign of dead limbs, and are 

properly pruned. She also commented that the trees continue the historic tree canopy that exists 

along the street. The city arborist feels that the trees are not too close to the house and agrees 

with the applicant that the driveway is old and in ill repair.  Ms. Wallis displayed a street view of 

the house.  

 

Ms. Wallis explained penalties, the removal of trees without approval and replanting.  Ms. Wallis 

informed the board members that the applicant is trying to follow the proper protocol.   

 

Board member Blackwelder was concerned about the roots growing toward the front of the 

house and its foundation.  Board member Blackwelder asked if engineering could verify if the 

roots are of concern to the foundation and at the city’s expense.  Ms. Wallis stated that she was 

unaware if the Engineering department assisting to this capacity.  Board member Stepp 



commented on trees aging and falling, as well as, the limbs.  Both Board members stated that the 

two trees look beautiful.  Board member Stepp agreed with the city arborist that the driveway 

was old and in ill repair and not damaged by the tree.  Board member Blackwelder reiterated his 

concern of the trees being close to the house and he could see where the roots could go into the 

foundation.  He also commented that the trees are a safety concern and have already initiated 

repairs to the homeowner’s sewer line.  Board Member Blackwelder stated that he would like to 

be proactive and approve the homeowner request of removing these trees, but wants the 

homeowner to plant new trees.   Board Member Stepp agreed, but wants the new trees planted 

away from the home and closer to the road.  Both board members stated that the applicant was 

being reasonable with safety issues and structural reasons.  Board Member Blackwelder stated 

that this meeting would be a precedent for engineering to review structural matters of home if 

appropriate.   

 

Committee Decision: The final decision was to approve the following requests: 

 Remove the two pin oak trees in the front yard. The city arborist, upon a site visit, found 
the trees to be healthy with no signs of ill health, however the subcommittee agreed with 
the applicant’s concern about the possibility of the roots damaging the foundation of the 
house.   

 The subcommittee requests that the applicant replant with either two maple trees or four 
crape myrtles (two on either side, four feet between), in the front yard closer to the road, 
to continue the street canopy. 

 

With no other items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 11:23 a.m. 

 

 


