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What is a sign?  A sign can be any object, display, or 
structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors, or situated 
indoors that is installed to attract motorists’ attention from 
outdoors which is used to advertise, identify, display, direct, 
or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by 
any means, including words, letters, figures, designs, 
symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images.   
 
Why does Gastonia regulate signs?  Signs are regulated to 
promote the health, safety, welfare and convenience and 
enjoyment of travel on streets and roads, as well as, 
preventing signs from dominating the visual appearance of 
the areas in which they are located. 
 
Is a permit required before a sign is erected or 
displayed?   Yes, most signs require a permit prior to their 
being erected or displayed.  There are a few types of signs 
that do not require a permit, however, our office 
recommends checking with us, so that we can assure you, as 
to whether or not a permit is required for your sign. 
 
Can my sign be lighted?  Most signs may be lighted 
through either external or internal illumination sources, 
however, sign within 100 feet of residential zoning or a pre-
existing residential use cannot be lighted between the hours 
of 12:00 midnight and 6 a.m. 
 
How large can a freestanding or ground sign be?  Sign 
size varies depending upon the zoning district in which the 
sign will be located and whether the property contains single 
or multiple tenant spaces.   
 
How tall can a freestanding or ground sign be?  Sign 
height varies depending upon the zoning district in which 
the sign will be located, the zoning of the adjacent property, 
as well as, the size of the sign itself.  The height is measured 
from the ground or street level and includes all parts of the 
sign structure.   (see illustration) 
 
Where can a freestanding or ground sign be located 
upon the site?  The sign must be located a minimum of ten 
feet from the street right of way, as well as, side lot lines.  If 
the adjacent property is zoned residential, the side lot line 
setback must be increased to twenty feet.  The sign must 
also be located thirty feet from another freestanding sign on 
an adjacent property.  Also, at street intersections, 
freestanding signs must be located outside a sight distance 
triangle for safety reasons.  (see illustration) 
 
.   
 

 

Are sign regulations the same everywhere in the City?  
No, some properties are located within special overlay 
districts, in which signs may be regulated differently 
 
How much square footage may be placed upon a 
building wall?  Square footage varies depending upon 
the zoning district in which the property is located. 
 
How far may signs extend out from the building wall?  
No wall sign may project more than 18 inches from the 
building wall. 
 
Can a sign be placed upon the building’s roof?  Signs 
may not be placed upon the building roof or extend 
higher than the building’s wall itself. 
 
Which building walls may have sign(s) located upon 
them?  Wall signs may be placed on all walls or sides of 
the building. 
 
Can more than one sign be placed upon a building 
wall?   Yes, more than one sign may be placed upon a 
building wall.  The cumulative square footage of all signs 
on a wall may not exceed the total allowed for that wall. 
 
Can directional signs be placed at driveways?  Yes, 
signs not exceeding four square feet in area, three feet in 
height and located outside the street right of way may be 
placed at drive entrances and exits to help direct traffic.  
The sign(s) must contain directional information and may 
contain the business name or logo, but no advertising 
information. 
 
Can temporary or portable signs be used to advertise 
my business?   A permit can be issued allowing signs 
outside the right of way for thirty days for grand openings 
only.  Sign(s) placed in a street right of way are subject to 
removal and disposal without prior notice being given. 
 
Is electronic changeable message signs (ECMS) 
allowed?  These types of signs are allowed with 
limitations found within Section 12.15 of the Unified 
Development Ordinance.  ECMS are commonly known as 
LED signs.   
 
Refer to Chapter 12 of the Gastonia Unified 
Development Ordinance for complete sign regulations.     
 
Please contact the Planning Department Staff for 
specific regulations for your property. 
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