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GPD Awards 2015 Honor 28
The Medal of Honor was presented

to Detective Jeff Wooten, and 27
others also were recognized in

Gastonia Police Department’s 2015
Awards Program held May 15 in the
GPD Community Room. 

The Medal of Honor is the highest
form of recognition at the GPD, and
may be awarded to any sworn member
who intelligently and in the line of duty
distinguishes him/herself by the
performance of an act or acts of
extraordinary heroism, above and
beyond the call of duty. More
specifically, a Medal of Honor recipient
has demonstrated engagement in
personal confrontation with an armed
adversary, at imminent personal hazard
to life.

“Detective Wooten successfully
intervened in an incident on January
17th when a suspect armed with a knife
attacked a clerk at a convenience store,”
Chief Robert Helton said. 

Other awards were:
Jaycees Distinguished Service - Sgt.

Kevin McSwain for problem solving
initiatives for the West District;
managing the GPD’s in-car camera
system; conducting research, testing and
training for the body-worn camera
system and management of the system;
organizing the GREAT Kids Camp;
leading the Torch Run fundraising for
Special Olympics; and leading the
Gastonia Police Sergeant’s Association.

(Please see Awards, page 4)

Medal of Honor
& Top Cop

Award Presented
Detective Jeff Wooten 

received the Gastonia Police
Department’s highest award,
the Medal of Honor, on May 15
for saving a Quik Trip clerk
from an armed attacker on
January 17. The Gastonia

Police Sergeant’s Association
also presented Detective

Wooten with the 2015 Top Cop
Award for his heroic actions in
that incident. Pictured, left to
right, are Assistant Chiefs

Mike Smith and Travis Brittain,
Detective Wooten, and Chief
Robert Helton. (Photo by

Detective Michael Schwartz) 
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Greetings From The Chief
Going The Extra Mile In Tough Times 

Robert C. Helton
Chief of Police

It’s during the tough times that
one sees your true character.
The Gastonia Police

Department has been working with
fewer officers than we are used to
due to retirements and officers
seeking other opportunities.
However, I have seen our officers
continue to take care of our
community and even go the extra
steps to provide follow up and
service to our community to build
relationships.  

One example of this is the 3 on 3
basketball tournament at Lineberger
Park. Officers took an assignment
to address disorder issues at the
park and addressed the criminal
element through arrest and officers’
presence. Officers then worked
with the Community Watches to
build upon relationships, and
organized a basketball tournament
involving about 300 adults and
youth to show how the park should
be used and how positive
relationships and partnerships could
bring about a fun day for all. Great
job and special thanks to Officer
Brian Diyorio and Sgt. Adrienne
Walker-Hall!!! 

This summer, officers will be
partnering with the West Gastonia

Boys and Girls Club to build upon
relationships through a joint
summer kid’s camp.  This will
allow more interaction between our

officers and the youth than in
previous years. The interaction and
impressions given to these children
could last a lifetime. 

Our detectives across Criminal
Investigations continue to do a
good job at clearing their cases, and
using new technologies to address
cold cases. They are vital to the
GPD’s operations.

Our Special Teams continue to
train and to improve, and are such
an asset to the police department
and to the city. I have had the
opportunity to travel occasionally
to other departments and to speak
with other Chiefs. I always leave
proud of our officers and teams,
and the skill sets that they possess. 

Our Community Coordinator
officers continue to wear many

hats, and to provide security and
assistance with all of our special
events. We are developing stronger
partnerships with surrounding
agencies to provide safe and fun
events for our citizens.

Our civilian staff continue to
support our agency and do all those
extra things that we don’t always
think of to keep us running like a
well-oiled machine. Thank you!

I continue to get letters and calls
about officers and staff going the
extra step to serve on calls for
service, assisting motorists, etc.
This only validates what I already
think about our officers and staff
being professionals, and willing to
go the extra mile when duty calls.  

Let’s continue this summer to be
vigilant and pay attention at all
times. Let’s have a safe summer
and take care of each other. Let’s
always strive to improve and to do
the best job we can. Thank you for
all that you do, and for your
continued support and service to
our community.

The GPD launched a pilot program
for body worn cameras on April 23.
Twelve officers were selected from the
Patrol and Traffic divisions to serve as
pilot officers. After receiving training

on our new policy and procedures along with camera
and file management operations, the officers hit the
streets using the FirstVu HD body camera from Digital
Ally, Inc. We are evaluating the effectiveness of these
cameras while monitoring the quality of the video files

produced. Some goals of the pilot program are to allow
us to estimate average annual storage needs, the
expected cost of storing the files, and best practices for
managing the files. 

There are many benefits to having these cameras and
video evidence, such as reduced citizen complaints and
use of force incidents, and less time for officers spent in
court.  Hopefully, our agency will also begin to see these
benefits as we move forward with this program.     

– Sgt. Kevin McSwain

I have seen our officers
continue to take care of
our community and

even go the extra steps...

Body Worn Camera Pilot Program Launched 
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Unity in the Community a Success
By Sgt. Adrienne Hall

BLB Writer

The Gastonia Police
Department along with the
Gastonia Police Foundation,

Gastonia Parks & Recreation, and
the North State Law Enforcement
Association all partnered together
to sponsor Gastonia’s first “Unity
in the Community 3 on 3
Basketball Tournament.” Over 300
people came out to Lineberger Park
on Sunday, May 17th, to either play
basketball, watch basketball or just
for some good fellowship.  

Gastonia Police Officers Zack
Williams, Adrian Moreira, Jordan
Reese and Joshua Jolly were all
part of the police department’s
basketball team and competed
among the 12 adult teams. 

Officers Shaunte Southern and
Fred Williams were in charge of
and interacted with the middle
school and high school age teams
that participated in the tournament.
There were several other groups
that came out to support and

volunteer for the event such as the
Golden Rule Masonic Lodge 82,
Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Alpha
Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority and
Omega Psi Phi (Q’s) Fraternity.  

The police department has
received a lot of positive feedback
from the community and the
participants from the basketball
tournament.  Many have expressed
interest in having another
tournament in the near future and
also making “Unity in the
Community 3 on 3 Basketball

Tournament” an annual event.
Officers wanted to have positive,
informal interactions with the
youth and adults in the community
to show that they like to have fun
also. Community member Ms.
Phyllis Lowery stated, “Officers
are people just like we are.” 

The Gastonia Police Department
wants to continue to put on events
where officers are seen as regular
people just wanting to serve,
protect and enhance the
community.

Children and adults enjoyed the Unity in the Community 3 on 3 Basketball
Tournament held May 17 at Lineberger Park. (Photos by Detective Nanette
Galmon)

The Blue Light 
Bulletin Staff
Executive Editor

Chief Robert C. Helton

Editor
Donna C. Lahser

Writers/Contributors
Mike Lari, E.G. Starling, 

Sherry Dunaway, Teri Mullinax, 
Jonas Hansen, Patrick Daley,

Mike Schwartz, Nancy Capistran,
Jamin Brackett, Dennis Boyce,
Warner Doles, Kevin McSwain
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(Awards, continued from page 1)

Officer of the Year – Sgt. Paul
Smith for raising the bar for officer
safety, performance and
professionalism through training
and leadership.
Lifesaving Awards – Officers

Eric Seagle, David Rowland, Cody
Edge, Cody Huffstetler, Steven
Hoyle, and Capt. Ed Turas for
advanced aid in the field to
civilians who were shot, stabbed or
suffering a heart attack. 
Exceptional Duty – Officer

Aaron Wurster and Police
Investigative Records Technician
Emily Burr for work with the NC
Special Olympics including the
Torch Run and Burpee-Thon.

Successful fundraising brought
recognition at both the state and
national level.
Leadership Awards – Amanda

Neese and Amy Hawkins for
citizen engagement programs
including the Citizens Police
Academy and the Gastonia Police
Foundation.
Unit Meritorious Service –

Officers Jordan Reese, Justin
Padgett and Matt Willis for
pursuing and apprehending
suspects in an armed robbery. 
Special Service Awards – Sgt.

Jon Scher and Officer Bryce Carr
for two years of commendable
service as a training officer or
another special assignment.
Special Teams Awards – Sgt.

Craig Singer, Sgt. Heath McMullan
and Officers Boyce Falls, Ryan
Putnam and Jason Harris for Dive
Team service. 
Civilian of the Year – Sherry

Dunaway for community and
agency events coordination,
planning and implementation. 
Citizen on Patrol (COP) of the

Year – Robert Harwell for 48
volunteer hours, commendations
from citizens, and always helping
with events.
Explorers of the Year – Dallas

Payne for 438 volunteer hours; and
Caleb Kies and Caylin McRavion
for 219.5 volunteer hours each and
promotions to Explorers sergeants.
Sergeant’s Association Top

Cop Award – Detective Wooten.

Gastonia Police Department 2015 Awards recipients are pictured with Chief Robert Helton and Assistant Chiefs Mike Smith
and Travis Brittain. Pictured, left to right, are Assistant Chiefs Smith and Brittain, Sgt. Kevin McSwain, Sgt. Jonathan
Scher, Dallas Payne, Sgt. Craig Singer, Sherry Dunaway, Sgt. Paul Smith, Amy Hawkins, Robert Harwell, Eric Seagle, Caleb
Kies, Caylin McRavion, Steven Hoyle, Aaron Wurster, Amanda Neese, Jeff Wooten, Cody Huffstetler, Emily Burr, Cody
Edge, Justin Padgett, David Rowland, and Chief Helton. Not pictured: Jordan Reese, Matt Phillips, Bryce Carr, Boyce Falls,
Ryan Putnam, Jason Harris, Sgt. Heath McMullan and Capt. Ed Turas. (Photo by Detective Michael Schwartz)

Officer of the Year, Lifesaving & More Awards
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Dancing For Future Stars Challenge
By Sgt. Gary Johnson

BLB Writer

On March 14th I was
honored to participate in
the Dancing for Future

Stars event to benefit the Greater
Gaston Boys and Girls Club. This
was the sixth year, and over the last
five years the celebrity dancers had
raised over $800,000 to help
support the kids. Every year the
Boys and Girls club picks seven
people from the community to help
raise money for the club, and to
dance in a competition. This
year I was picked to
represent the Gastonia Police
Department, and I was proud
to do it. 

Starting in December, I
was traveling to Charlotte to
the Metropolitan Ballroom
for formal ballroom dance
lessons twice a week with
my dance partner, Tatiana
Kazakova, who is originally
from Russia, but has been
in the United States for 10
years, and is now a US
citizen. She picked the
cha cha and the swing for
me to dance. 

I also had to start
contacting people in the
community to donate money
to the Boys and Girls club,
and to buy tickets to the
event. There were days I did
not think I would be able to reach
my goal, and there were days I did
not think I would be able to
complete the two dances without
falling on my face. 

I made some phone calls to a
person who had competed in last

year’s event, and
she would give me
words of
encouragement.
Most importantly, I
would visit the local
Boys and Girls Club
on West Second
Avenue in the
afternoon, as the
kids would get there
after school. I would
walk in wearing my
police uniform and
the kids would go

crazy. They wanted to talk and high
five, and most of all just needed
some attention. 

These visits gave me a new
perspective on my career after 26
years. With everything going on in

the police community,
these kids gave me
something to look forward
to, and hope that police
relationships with the
community will improve.

I practiced twice a
week for three and half
months, and our group
raised $327,000 dollars for
the Boys and Girls Club to
reach more kids. The big
event was held at the
Gaston County Country
Club on March 14th and I
didn’t win the dance
competition, but the kids
were really the winners.

It’s an experience I will
never forget. I encourage
every police officer to find
a local charity, volunteer
your time, and get
involved in the community

you serve. It will make a difference
and, believe me, you will be
rewarded for your efforts more
than you will ever know. To this
day, I still go by the club to visit
the kids I’ve come to know. 

Sgt. Gary Johnson has made a lot of friends in the
Greater Gaston Boys and Girls Club since
participating with the Dancing for Future Stars
fundraising event. Below he dances with his
partner,  Tatiana Kazakova. (Photos by On Your
Mark Photography)
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The Dress is White! Or is it Blue?
Iwas sitting at my kitchen table

working on something
probably very important ..um..

on Facebook and I saw something
that changed my life. It was a white
dress. It was actually a picture of a
white dress with gold trim. The
accompanying text indicated that
some people see the dress as blue
with black trim. I was a scoffer. It
is so ridiculous, the things you see
on Facebook.

I was used to the constant
stream of invective and opinion
touching all topics of religion and
politics, and social ills of every
type, but this was different. The
dress was clearly white and gold.
Colors are colors. How do you
bend that? People are just so
ridiculous.

Just to prove how right and

righteous I was in this, I called all
three of my children in so they
could confirm how right I was and
how ridiculous the Facebookers
were. I am sure you are way ahead

of me when I tell you that all of my
kids quickly confirmed that the
dress was blue with black trim.
They seemed genuinely concerned
for my health when they realized
that I wasn’t joking as I firmly

stressed that the dress was white.
So I had that.

Many articles were written as
this took over social media. Why
do some people see blue and
some people see white? This is
not one of those articles. This
article is about the greater lesson
of the dress. 

People see what they see. For
real. For whatever reason and with
whatever influences or inputs
affecting them. People. See. What.
They. See.

I think the dress taught me to be
patient in conflict. With a little time
and perspective, we might all see
things differently. Turns out the
dress was blue. My bad.

Be safe!

- Chaplain Dennis Boyce

Detective Hallman Promoted Sergeant
Gastonia Police Detective

Jonathan Hallman has been
promoted to sergeant

effective
upon the
retirement
of Sgt.
Steve
Colvard on
May 30.

Sgt.
Hallman,
32, joined
the GPD in
January

2005, and was assigned to the East
District Patrol upon graduation
from rookie school. In November

2007, he transferred to the
Detectives Bureau where he
initially worked property
crimes/arson cases. From 2008-
2010 he worked crimes against
persons/homicides, then went back
to property crimes. 

Sgt. Hallman was Officer of the
Year in 2014 for his work in an
organized retail theft ring that
recovered more than $38,000 in
stolen merchandise, and resulted
in the seizure of over $100,000
in property. 

He has been a member of the
Recruitment committee, was a
member of the Mobile Command
Unit from 2008-2014, and has been

a member of the Honor Guard
since 2006. He is also a member
of the Shift Tactical/Mobile Field
Force since 2011, and a member
of the Bomb Squad since
February 2014.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in
Criminal Justice from Western
Carolina University, and a master’s
degree in Criminal Justice &
Criminology from Appalachian
State University. He is a member of
the NC Air National Guard.

“We need to wish Sgt. Hallman
success in his new position, and all
employees need to give him their
full support,” Chief Helton said in
a memo to GPD employees. 

Sgt. Hallman

People see
what they see.

For real.
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Officer Keith Quinn was
praised for his work
ethic and dedication

during a retirement ceremony
on May 20 in the GPD
Community Room. City
Manager Ed Munn presented
Officer Quinn with his
retirement certificate, Mayor
John Bridgeman presented a
key to the City, and Chief
Robert Helton presented the
Distinguished Service Medal. 

There were presentations
from the Bomb Squad and Traffic
Unit. Officer Quinn served as a
Bomb Squad Technician for 18
years which requires “Initial
Success or Total Failure.” The
FBI’s Hazardous Devices School at
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville,
Alabama, which is known as the
National Academy for bomb
technicians, first certified Officer

Quinn in 1998. School officials
recently checked into whether he
had a job following retirement,
which shows their high level of
respect, Capt. Ed Turas said.

Officer Quinn also served in the
Traffic Bureau for 18 years and
worked in the motorcycle program
more than anyone. “Anyone with a
wreck, traffic or collision question

would call Keith,” Assistant Chief
Mike Smith said.

Sheriff Alan Cloninger shared a
story about the Sheriff’s Office
getting new motorcycles and
showing up early to a parade
because they were proud of the
new motorcycles. “When Officer
Quinn arrived he said, ‘Alright
Sheriff. You’re the show horses.
We’re the work horses.’” 

At the close of the ceremony
Officer Quinn said he appreciated
the kind words and was raised with
a work ethic from his mom.
“(Retired Sgt. Steve) Lynch and
(Retired Detective Al) Blalock took
me under their wing and I carried
on the tradition,” he told the crowd.
“It might get worse out there before
it gets better. Watch your backs,
and have your head on a swivel.
It’s been wonderful, went by
real quick.”

Forest Heights Career Day Fun
Detective Albert Fleming helped out with Career
Day, showing a police car, gear, and answering
questions, at Forest Heights Elementary School
on May 13. (Photo by Lucretia Rice)

***James Bliss has been selected as the new CID
Detective. David Rowland has been appointed to the position
of K-9 Officer.

***The following officers have been appointed to the
Shift Tactical Team: Aaron Fulton, Alexander Lopera, Justin
Padgett, and Nathaniel McCraw.

***Sgt. Steve Colvard retired effective May 30 with 28
years of service. He has served with Patrol, Vice, with a
specialized Drug Task Force, in Detectives, as a Community
Coordinator, and as supervisor of the K-9 Team. He was
recognized by the Gastonia Police Sergeant’s Association on
June 11 and given a night stick.

***Recently hired officers are: Trey Clinton, 1/16/15;
Justin Rhyne,1/16/15; Brandon Broome, 1/16/15; Joshua
Hiott, 1/16/15; Tou Pha Yang, 3/30/15; Harrison Hamorsky,
3/30/15; Zachary Price, 6/22/15; and David Guerin, 6/29/15.

GPD Tidbits
Transfers, New Hires & More

Officer Keith Quinn Celebrates Retirement

City Manager Ed Munn presents the
retirement certificate to Officer Quinn.
(Photo by Detective Michael Schwartz)



National Police Memorial
Week in May is a time of

remembering fallen officers.
This year a ceremony was
held May 15 at GPD’s
memorial at 200 E. Long

Avenue, top picture, and the
Gastonia Police Sergeant’s
Association dedicated a rock
garden to our fallen officers
on June 11, middle picture.
(Photos by the ID Bureau)

Connect with Gastonia Police
on Facebook and Twitter

Officer Adam Wilson has won a silver medal
in the CrossFit event in the World Police &
Fire Games held June 26-July 5 in Fairfax,
Va. The WPFG consists of over 60 sports
with more than 70 countries represented,
and is the second largest sporting event in
the world, surpassed only by the Summer
Olympics. In the CrossFit competition, there
were 40 participants competing in four
events over two days. 


