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The Planning Commission and City Council Meeting 
 

The Planning Commission 
  
 The Planning Commission usually holds its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on the first 

Thursday after the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
 Anyone wishing to speak on a public hearing item is required to sign up at the meeting. 
 

Meeting format: 
 
- The Chairman will read a brief description of each public hearing item.  
- If the request includes a Conditional Use Permit, the Chairman will call for anyone who 

wishes to speak at the hearing to be sworn in. In order to grant a Conditional Use Permit, 
the Planning Commission is required to make certain findings of fact based upon evidence 
presented at the hearing. Therefore, all persons giving factual information at the hearing 
must be sworn.    

- The Chairman will then call on the planning staff to present the item. (Please remember the 
attached time limitations are in effect.)  

- The Chairman will call on the applicant or the applicant’s representative to present the 
application. At this time you may explain to the Commission the reasons for your request 
and give them any information you wish. They may have questions of you at this time. 

- The Chairman will then call on opponents who desire to speak. 
- The Chairman will give each side a chance for rebuttal. 
- After all testimony has been presented, the Commission may ask question of staff, the 

applicant or others.   
- The Commission will close the public hearing. Once this is done no one may speak to the 

Commission unless the Commission directly asks a question or re-opens the public hearing. 
- The Commission will then discuss the application and make a decision to approve in whole 

or in part, deny, or continue.  The Commission's decision may be rendered within 45 days of 
the hearing, however, it is most often made at the same meeting.   

- The decision of the Commission is only a recommendation for those items that automatically 
go to City Council. 

- The decision of the Commission on items that do not automatically go to City Council is final; 
unless it fails to achieve a ¾ majority vote of the members present and voting to grant or 
deny the request; or if the decision is appealed (within 15 days of the Planning Commission 
decision) to City Council (in such cases the City Council’s decision is final).  

- Appeal forms may be obtained from the Planning Department staff. 
 
The City Council 
 
 If the case proceeds to the City Council, it will be heard at 6:00 P.M. on the third Tuesday of the 

month following the month of the Planning Commission hearing (see attached timetable), at the 
Public Forum room in the Gaston County Courthouse. 

  
 Persons wanting special notice of the City Council hearing in the event the matter goes to City 

Council must sign up for notification on a list made available at the Planning Commission meeting.  
 
 The City Council meeting will follow the same format as the Planning Commission meeting.  This 

meeting is televised. 
 
 The decision of the City Council is final. 
 

 
City of Gastonia Continuance Policy 
 
One continuance per application, which may be granted by the Planning Commission and/or the City 
Council for a period not to exceed two months unless it is determined that extenuating circumstances, 
beyond the control of the applicant, warrants the granting of additional time.  


