HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
Agenda
September 27, 2018; 6:00 PM
Council Chambers
City Hall, 181 South Street

ITEM 1a.

Rollcall / Soundcheck

ITEM 1b.

Approval of the Agenda

ITEM 1c.

Approval of August 23, 2018 Minutes

ITEM 2.

Public Hearing – Certificate of Appropriateness (File # 9100)
 Unbridled Holdings
 413 S York St
 Install new 2 ft. x 5 ft. sign on front of building

ITEM 3.

Public Hearing – Certificate of Appropriateness (File # 9101)
 John Matthews
 219 W Fourth Avenue
 Install new front entry. Design to be one of two options reviewed
o Option 1: Remove two existing French doors and existing front steps. Install
new recessed front entry with single door and front steps. Install two
new windows and new window shutters.
o Option 2: Install new porch roof over both existing French doors. Install new
patio with porch railings on right side.

ITEM 4.

Other Business
 Second Avenue Streetscape Improvements
 Subcommittee meeting tonight, if needed

ITEM 5.

Adjournment

All interested persons wishing to comment should appear at the public hearing. Individuals requiring
special accommodations when attending this meeting and/or if this information is needed in an
alternative format because of a disability, should contact the Human Resources Department, located
in City Hall at 181 S. South Street, telephone (704-866-6786), fax (704-836-0022) or by email:
judys@cityofgastonia.com. The Human Resources Department requests at least 72 hours’ notice
prior to the meeting to make the appropriate arrangements.

Historic District Commission
August 23, 2018
Minutes
Chairman William Blackwelder called the meeting of the Historic District Commission to order at
6:02 p.m. on Thursday, August 23, 2018 at City Hall in the Council Chambers.
Present:

Commissioners Richard Ruhlman, Andi Eddlemon, William Blackwelder (Chair),
Ed Starr and Carol Hauer

Absent:

None

Staff present: Kim Wallis, Planner; and Chrystal Howard, Secretary
ITEM 1a.
Roll Call / Sound Check
Chairman Blackwelder opened the meeting and declared a quorum.
ITEM 1b.
Adoption of the Agenda
Commissioner Hauer made the motion to adopt the August 23, 2018 Agenda. Commissioner Starr
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously (5-0).
ITEM 1c.
Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Starr made the motion to approve the July 26, 2018 minutes with Chairman
Blackwelder seconding the motion. The motion passed unanimously (5-0).
Chairman Blackwelder stated because of the quasi-judicial format of the hearings, persons wishing
to speak and offer evidence are required by North Carolina law to be sworn in or affirmed, and
asked all speakers to come forward to be sworn in or affirmed. Speakers were sworn in by Ms.
Chrystal Howard.
Chairman Blackwelder provided an explanation for public hearings on Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) applications and the order of business.
ITEM 2.

Public Hearing – Certificate of Appropriateness (File # 9083)
 Laura Alsina
 525 W Harvie Avenue
 Construct a new roof over existing front porch

Chairman Blackwelder opened the public hearing recognizing Ms. Kim Wallis, Planner for the
purpose of staff presentation.
Ms. Wallis stated the applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a new
roof over the existing front porch. The property is a one-story, frame, brick foundation with vinyl
siding. The subject property is located in the York-Chester Historic District, was built in 1924, is
zoned RS-8, and is considered Contributing to the district. A photo of the house was displayed.
Ms. Wallis continued by providing key elements and displayed a sketch of the proposed new roof.
Ms. Wallis finished her presentation by reading the excerpts included in the staff report. No
questions were asked by the Commissioners.
Chairman Blackwelder recognized Ms. Laura Alsina, 525 W. Harvie Avenue of Gastonia, NC. Ms.
Alsina was present to answer any questions. Commissioner Blackwelder asked if the new roof will
match the existing roof and Ms. Alsina replied that the new roof will match the existing roof in
color and material.
Commissioner Eddlemon asked if the new porch will impact the tree and Ms. Alsina replied that to
her knowledge it will not be impacted.
The depth of current porch and the supports for the roof for briefly discussed and recognized in the
staff report and drawing.
Commissioner Starr requested confirmation that the existing foundation will remain the same
dimensions and not be extended and Ms. Alsina confirmed. Commissioner Starr asked if the
supporting posts will be painted and Ms. Alsina replied that the posts will be covered with vinyl to
match the house.
No further questions were asked by the Commissioners.
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Chairperson Blackwelder made the motion to approve the request as presented and Chairman Hauer
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved (5-0).
ITEM 3.

Public Hearing – Certificate of Appropriateness (File # 9084)
 Brian and Dwayne JohnPaoli
 211 W. Second Avenue
 Install two storage buildings in rear yard

Chairman Blackwelder opened the public hearing recognizing Ms. Kim Wallis, Planner for the
purpose of staff presentation.
Ms. Wallis stated the applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to install two
storage buildings in the rear year. The subject property is located in the York-Chester Historic
District, was built around 1922, is zoned UMU (Urban Mixed Use), and is considered Contributing
to the district. This application went to subcommittee for approval on July 26, 2018. The
subcommittee forwarded this request to the full Commission in order to receive potential adjacent
property owner feedback on request and because of concerns of visibility from the street. Ms.
Wallis continued by providing key elements. The applicant has subsequently submitted an
application for a COA for a new privacy fence which would hide the storage sheds from view of
Second Avenue. This application will be reviewed by a subcommittee after this hearing. Ms.
Wallis displayed a picture of the storage building, a sketch detailing the location of the sheds,
pictures of the property from the street, and a picture of the proposed privacy fence. Ms. Wallis
finished her presentation by reading the excerpts included in the staff report. No questions were
asked by the Commissioners.
Brief discussion ensued on the privacy fence screening, location and height.
Commissioner Starr inquired about the building height and Ms. Wallis replied that the illustration
doesn’t clarify whether the 10’-2” is at the peak or the eave and referred the question to the
applicant. Commissioner Starr commented that the fence location and perspective to the back
where the buildings will be located, the 6’ should hide the buildings. Commissioner Eddlemon
stated that the elevation will provide a significant height in addition to the street. Brief discussion
ensued.
No further questions were asked by the Commissioners.
Chairman Blackwelder recognized Mr. Dwayne JohnPaoli, 1313 S. York Road of Gastonia, NC.
Commissioner Starr asked if the recreational vehicle (RV) will remain and Mr. JohnPaoli answered
that the purchasers of the home are temporarily living in the RV while the house is being renovated.
Mr. JohnPaoli stated that the RV will not remain at this location and should be removed within the
next few months.
Commissioner Hauer asked if the storage buildings are for the new homeowners and Mr. JohnPaoli
replied that the buildings are for them.
Mr. JohnPaoli stated that the purchasers are the owners of Sleeping Poets and are turning the house
into a Bed and Breakfast. The home will become the York-Chester Inn or Inn of York-Chester.
Brief discussion ensued on the linguistics of the approval process and conditions based on the
subcommittee decision.
Commissioner Hauer made the motion to close the public hearing and Chairperson Blackwelder
seconded the motion.
Chairperson Blackwelder made the motion to approve the request as presented with the condition
that the subcommittee approves the fence and Commissioner Eddlemon seconded the motion. The
motion was unanimously approved (5-0).
ITEM 4.
Other Business
Chairman Blackwelder recognized Mr. Dwayne JohnPaoli, 1313 S. York Road of Gastonia, NC.
Mr. JohnPaoli stated he was a little upset having to be at this meeting. He shared that this family is
on vacation and he has missed several days with them to make sure he attended this meeting. Mr.
JohnPaoli commented that one of the key things in his opinion for a commissioner is consistency.
Consistency with the current Historic Commission is nonexistent. He provided an example of a
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storage building approved by the Historic District Subcommittee near the corner of Fourth Avenue
and Chester Street. Mr. JohnPaoli was contacted by upset people because the building was
approved. He informed people with complaints or concerns to contact Chairman Blackwelder or
Ms. Wallis, Planner, because he was no longer a Historic District Commissioner. Mr. JohnPaoli
stated he assumed that storage buildings were being allowed through subcommittee. As a result, he
informed the new purchasers not to worry because it was going through the subcommittee and there
should not be a delay. Mr. JohnPaoli received a letter from planning staff that the request has been
forwarded to the Historic District Commission. He continued that this is a really easy way to upset
a person and feel discriminated. Mr. JohnPaoli explained an issue occurring with Seapark. Mr.
JohnPaoli asked the Commission to make sure there are consistencies. He stated he was not upset
and was sharing his experience. Mr. JohnPaoli stated he informed staff, City Council including
Councilwoman Stepp, Mayor Reid III, and City Manager Michael Peoples of his concerns. He
shared that building requests should go before the Historic District Commission. He reiterated that
the inconsistencies are aggravating. Mr. JohnPaoli continued that each decision made affects
Gastonia for the next 20 to 30 years. He reiterated his only issue that there needs to be consistency.
Mr. JohnPaoli stated he was assured that the Historic District Commission are working together as a
Commission and reworking things. He stated he thinks that is wonderful. Mr. JohnPaoli reiterated
how decisions made and affects Gastonia and the beauty of the City. He applauded the Commission
for what they do and stated he loved being on the Historic District Commission.
Commissioner Eddlemon shared that they all live in the Historic District Commission and it is
equally important to them. The Commissioners are trying to be more consistent based on past
experiences. The storage building on Chester is a great example. Commissioner Eddlemon stated
his feedback was very important, as well as, all other homeowners. This is a work in progress and
the Commission can improve based on homeowner’s feedback. She appreciated his feedback.
Commissioner Starr stated he has seen examples of items approved with conditions and not
occurring afterwards and asked what needs to be done about these situations. Ms. Wallis
commented that with a staff of one she is unable to patrol after the fact; therefore, notify her with
these matters.
Brief comments ensued amongst Commissioners.
A subcommittee meeting is needed tonight.
ITEM 5.
Adjournment
There being no other business, Chairman Blackwelder adjourned the meeting at 6:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:

____________________________
Chrystal Howard, Secretary

______________________________
William Blackwelder, Chairman
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STAFF REPORT FOR
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA)
HD#9100
September 27, 2018
APPLICANT: Unbridled Holdings, LLC
PROPERTY LOCATION: 413 S York Street
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP: Unbridled Holdings, LLC
REQUEST: Install one new 2’x5’ sign to the front of building
Property Description
According to the National Register York-Chester Inventory, the structure is an office building with a onestory, brick, front-gable roof, 6/6 sash, front-gable porch.
Findings
 The subject property is located in the local York-Chester Historic District and was built in 1984
 The property is zoned O-1 (Office zoning district)
 The structure is considered Non-Contributing to the district
Key Elements of the Design
 The sign will be 2’ high by 5’ wide
 The location will be on the front gable of the porch, centered above the door
 The design of the sign will be the Elite Insurance logo, with dark blue and light blue colors, on a
white background
 The sign will be mounted on a HDU board – a strong naturally waterproof sign material
Excerpts from the Design Guidelines
 Building signs should be integrated with the overall design of the building and complement the
architectural-character of the building (Design Guidelines, pg. 13).
 Wall signs should be approved only for facades facing a public street or facing a public or private
parking lot where customers are allowed to park. Signs should be flush mounted in appropriate
locations in the wall space (Design Guidelines, pgs. 13-14).
 Non-residential buildings should be allowed two square feet of sign area for each linear foot of
building wall width along said façade up to a maximum of 50 square feet for each façade. (Design
Guidelines, pg. 14).

Kim Wallis
Planner
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STAFF REPORT FOR
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA)
HD#9101
September 27, 2018
APPLICANT: John Matthews, Inc.
PROPERTY LOCATION: 219 W Fourth Avenue
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP: John Matthews, Inc.
REQUEST: Install new front entry. Design to be one of two options reviewed.
Property Description
According to the National Register Inventory for the York-Chester neighborhood, the structure is a one
story, frame, gable-on-hip roof, 1/1 sash, double-leaf entry, hip-roof dormer with wood shingle siding,
enclosed front porch, interior chimneys, brick foundation, stuccoed, rear deck.
Findings
 The subject property is located in the local York-Chester Historic District and was built in 1914
 The property is zoned RS-8 (Residential zoning district)
 The structure is considered Contributing to the local district
Key Elements of the Design:
Front Entry
Option 1:
 Remove the two existing French doors at front of house
 Remove existing wood and brick steps
 Create two new single 3’x5’ windows at French door openings
o Windows to be double hung, white vinyl
o Vinyl shutters in black or navy will be installed on either side of windows (on all three front
windows)
o Hardi-board siding will patch areas around windows, painted to match blue of house
 Install new 5’ wide recessed front entry
o Entry will have two white fiberglass ground columns on either side of door, 8” diameter, with
cap and base
o Entry will have stained wood flooring
o Entry ceiling to be of stained tongue and groove knotty pine or painted white drywall in entry
o Entry ceiling to have recessed canned lighting
o Entry to have solid wood single door with mahogany stain
o Entry to have 6’ wide concrete front steps leading to front yard path
Option 2:
 Install new porch roof over both existing French doors
o Roof dimensions to be 8’6” tall x 15’ wide x 5’ deep
o Roof will be flat with EPDM (rubber roofing membrane) covering
o Roof will be supported by three 10” white columns, either boxed or round fiberglass
o Roof will have a white top rail and white decorative spindles (1’ tall)
o Roof will have white vinyl bead board ceiling
 Install new patio with porch railings on right side
o Patio to be concrete, 9’ wide x 5’ deep
o Posts, top handrail, bottom rail and pickets to be painted white
 Install new 6’ concrete steps on left side
New Landscaping
o All trees to remain
o Grass yard throughout
o 3-4’ Holly or similar evergreen bush planted at base of house on both street sides
o Low green leaf bush running along either side of front walkway
Excerpts from the Design Guidelines
 Window and door openings are an important architectural feature of a historic building that is both
aesthetic and functional. There are a wide variety of window and door designs in the historic districts
based on the style and period of the structure itself. Improper or insensitive treatment of the windows
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and the doors of a historic building can seriously detract from its architectural character. (Design
Guidelines, pg 8)
The historic districts include large front and side porches, some with intricate balustrades and sawn
brackets and others with substantial porch columns. It is important that these primary significant
feature be retained, preserved and if necessary, reconstructed. (Design Guidelines, pg 10)
Retain porches, porte cocheres, porch features and steps which are appropriate to the building and
its development. Repair or replace deteriorated porch details to match the original, where possible.
(Design Guidelines, p10)
New construction should blend in with existing buildings in terms of design principles. (Design
Guidelines, pg 16)
New construction should be compatible in materials, size, scale, color and texture with surrounding
buildings. (Design Guidelines, pg 17)

Kim Wallis
Planner
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SECOND AVENUE
Linwood to Belvedere improvements
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