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Historic District Commission  
Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

 
The Historic District Subcommittee met April 23, 2019 at the Garland Center, Room 
131.  
 
Committee Member(s) Present: Clark Simon, Bill Blackwelder, Ed Starr 

Committee Member(s) Absent: None 

Staff in Attendance: Kim Wallis, Planner     
 
Meeting began at 10:30 a.m. 
 
ITEM 1: 805 S York St: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
Ms. Wallis stated that this property is located in the local York-Chester Historic District 
and was built @ 1950. The description as found in the National Register Inventory 
states it is a two-story stipped Gothic Revival, brick, T-shaped gable roof. The property 
is zoned R-8 (Residential zoning district) and is surrounded by other residential uses. 
The structure is considered Non-Contributing to the district. 
Ms. Wallis stated that the request by the applicant is to remove 3 Magnolia trees. The 
applicant states that the trees were planted in 2000 and now they are 9” in diameter. 
The trees were planted too close to the building (2’ at the closest point). There are 
concerns with foundation. The gutters and roof drains, constantly clogging up and 
causing ongoing property damage. The municipal arborist did a site visit and found the 
trees to be healthy. He does not agree with the trees as a potential for foundation 
concerns, but agrees that they have been planted improperly too close to the building. 
 
Ms. Wallis stated the following Design Guidelines to help the subcommittee in their 
decision: Some of the trees in the districts are as old if not older than the historic 
buildings. Mature and historic trees contributing to the character of the district should 
be preserved and maintained. New vegetation should be sensitive to the existing 
character of the district as well. Care should be given to incorporate new landscaping 
that is appropriate in size, scale and species. (pg 1) 
 
Discussion ensued by commission members about how close the trees were to the 
building, and why that was done in the first place. They could see issues with having 
magnolia leaves in the gutters. The commissioners were not happy about having to 
make the decision to remove the trees when there was poor planning involved in 
planting/maintaining them. However, they agreed that the Magnolia trees were planted 
improperly, are too close to the building and that they will continue to impact the 
property negatively. 
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Committee Decision: The final decision was unanimous to approve the request to 
remove the 3 Magnolia trees with the condition that the applicant replace the trees 
with foundation shrubbery similar to the existing foundation shrubbery next to the 
building. 
Additionally, the subcommittee recommended the applicant plant two new understory 
trees in an appropriate location away from the building in the grassy areas facing York 
Street. 
 
With no other items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
Kim Wallis, Planner 


