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Historic District Commission  

Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
 

The Historic District Subcommittee met Thursday, September 27, 2018 at City Hall in the 

Council Chambers.  

 

Committee Member(s) Present: William Blackwelder, Andi Eddlemon, and Ed Starr 

Committee Member(s) Absent: None 

Staff in Attendance: Kim Wallis, Planner and Chrystal Howard, Secretary 

    

Meeting began at 7:18 p.m. 

 

ITEM 1:  901 S SOUTH STREET – SOWELL 

Ms. Wallis stated the applicant is seeking approval to install handrails along the front stairway to 

stoop.  The wood handrails will be painted white, have top and bottom rails with balusters, posts 

will have decorative tops and will be similar in design to the picture displayed.  Ms. Wallis 

displayed the picture.  Excerpts from the Design Guidelines: 

 Porch railings should always have a space between planks with a base board and top rail 

(pg 10) 

 

Ms. Wallis stated the house has two entrances because it had been a duplex, but it currently is a 

single living space.  The applicant is refinancing his mortgage and the insurance company 

requires handrails on the front entrance.  The handrail will be on the right entrance only with the 

walkway to the street.   

 

Mr. Blackwelder asked if the railing will be installed on both sides and Ms. Wallis stated he 

would install handrails on one side.  She continued that the house has vinyl siding and has white 

brick at the front.  Ms. Eddlemon did not like handrails on one side even if the applicant only 

utilizes one side.  Ms. Wallis corrected an error and stated handrails would be added to front 

stoops.  Mr. Blackwelder elucidated that there are two entrances and both will have railings and 

he was fine with this request.  Ms. Eddlemon and Mr. Starr agreed.  

 

Ms. Eddlemon asked if the steps will be white and Ms. Wallis replied the steps are brick. 

 

Committee Decision: The final decision was to approve the request to install handrails along 

front stairway to stoop at both front entrances as presented.   

 

ITEM 2:  1221 OAKWOOD AVENUE – LAUER 

Ms. Wallis stated that the applicant is seeking approval to install a front yard retaining wall.  The 

applicant is currently updating the landscaping and would like to install a timber retaining wall.  

The retaining wall is necessary to prevent erosion, as there is a change in elevation near the 

street.  The retaining wall will be 70 feet in length and 24 inches in height, natural 6 x 6 timbers 

(4 high) with capping course on top of wall, installing a French drain behind wall and backfill, 
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planting juniper in area at top of wall (juniper was planted here previously), and fill in the area 

by the street with stone gravel.  Ms. Wallis displayed the pictures.  Excerpts from the Design 

Guidelines: 

 Use new plant materials, curbs, paving, fencing, walkways, street lights, signs and 

benches which are compatible with the character of the neighborhood in size, scale, 

material and color. (pg 1) 

 

Mr. Starr asked if the timbers would remain natural or stained and Ms. Eddlemon asked if the 

timber is weather treated.  Ms. Wallis answered that the landscaping company stated timber 

retaining walls; however, treated timber can be added as a condition if approved.  Mr. Starr 

replied that the timber should be treated wood for the protection of the homeowner.  The 

subcommittee came to an agreement to add a condition of using treated wood.  

 

Ms. Eddlemon asked what the significance of the gravel was in front of the timber.  Mr. Wallis 

displayed a front view of the home and stated that the area is gravel and the applicant will be 

replacing the existing gravel.  She continued that sidewalks did not exist at this location and the 

gravel area appears to be for parking.   

 

Brief discussion ensued on the gravel appearance, maintenance of gravel, and options such as 

gravel, grass, or brick.   

 

Mr. Starr suggested adding a condition to use pea gravel or Tennessee River Rock to improve on 

a finished appearance.  Ms. Eddlemon asked if stone was anywhere else on the subject property.  

Her idea was brick pad resulting in a finished appearance.  She continued that gravel does not 

have an exterior boundary allowing it to wash away or becoming a loose mess.  Mr. Blackwelder 

was good with using gravel and stated it will be similar to their neighbors.  

 

Mr. Starr commented that the edge along the whole street was mismatched.  

 

After further discussion, the subcommittee came to an agreement to add a condition of using 

something other than common gravel.   

 

Committee Decision: The final decision was to approve the request to install a front yard 

retaining wall with the conditions of using treated wood and using something other than common 

gravel.  The subcommittee suggested Tennessee River Rock. 

 

With no other items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

______________________ 

Chrystal Howard 


