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Robert Helton Named New Chief
By Donna Lahser

BLB Editor

Gastonia Police
Assistant Chief
Robert Helton

was named Chief of
Police, effective Oct. 1,
following the official
retirement of Chief Stacy
Conley on Sept. 30.

“I am confident that
Chief Helton will build
on the strong traditions of the
Gastonia Police Department and
provide the necessary leadership to
address the opportunities and
challenges that are ahead,” City
Manager Ed Munn said in an email
to GPD employees.

Chief Helton was born and
raised in Gastonia and graduated
from Ashbrook High School. He

has 28 years of service
with the GPD, rising
through the ranks. He
began his career in Patrol
in 1987, was promoted to
Sergeant in 1998, Captain
in 2006, and Assistant
Chief in 2011. He has been
a leader in field
operations, criminal and

juvenile investigations,
community- and problem-oriented
policing, crisis response, and
community relations. 

Chief Helton earned an
associate’s degree in Criminal
Justice from Gaston College and a

bachelor’s degree in Criminal
Justice from Gardner Webb
University (Summa Cum Laude). 

He is a graduate of the 221st
Session of the FBI National
Academy in 2005, and holds the
Advanced Law Enforcement
Certificate from the State of North
Carolina. In addition, he is a
member of the Rotary Club of
Gastonia, and serves on the
advisory board for The Shelter of
Gaston County.

“I’m humbled and honored to
serve as the Chief of Police in my
hometown, and ask for everyone’s
continued cooperation and support
in our efforts to make Gastonia a
safe and fun place to live, work and
visit,” Chief Helton said.
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Benefits of Body Worn Cameras
By Sgt. Kevin McSwain

BLB Writer

Will GPD
equip
officers

with body worn
cameras (BWCs)?
Before we answer
that question, let’s consider the benefits. 

If implemented properly, BWCs can
offer benefits in many areas. The
International Association of Chiefs of
Police (IACP) has performed studies on
the use of in-car cameras in law
enforcement. In a collaborative effort

with the National District Attorneys
Association (NDAA), the study revealed
that 91 percent of prosecutors surveyed
have used video evidence from an in-car
camera in court. The presence of video
evidence increased the number of guilty
pleas prior to going to trial. 

Other studies have shown that when
available, in-car video has been found to
vindicate officers 99.1% of the time.
The information gathered from the study
of in-car video can be extrapolated to
BWCs. Prosecutors, juries, and the
general public are now beginning to  

(Please see BWCs, page 4)
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Greetings From The Chief
A New Year & More Strategic Planning

Robert C. Helton
Chief of Police

As we start a new year, it is
appropriate to pause to say
thank you to each and

every one of you for your efforts
during this past year. We have
faced numerous challenges and
some losses but have accomplished
many great things. 

One notable accomplishment
was being awarded our CALEA
Accreditation. There were many
hands involved in achieving this
and I want to say thank you to our
past chief, Stacy Conley, for his
vision and drive to obtain
accreditation in a limited time
frame. All of us should be proud to
have gained national recognition.

During the first part of 2015, we
will hold a departmental retreat and
will be inviting many of you to
assist in updating our five year
strategic plan. We will review
every section of our operations
within the police department to
ensure that we are conducting

business efficiently and making the
best use of our manpower and
resources. 

History has shown that the best
way to work through community

issues is through a multifaceted
collaborative approach with key
stakeholders. We will continue to
build upon our relationships within
the community and continuously
search for ways to deter crime and
reduce the fear of crime in our city. 

We will do more than just

address known problems; we will
be proactive in identifying issues
before they become a problem.

I am proud to be a member of
the Gastonia Police Department. I
am also proud of each of you and
am blessed to serve with each of
you. 

I look forward to what we are
going to accomplish together and
challenge each of you to find your
niche, what you are passionate
about, and let’s make this a
department that we and the citizens
of Gastonia are proud of. 

Once again, thank you for all
that you do for the police
department and the community that
we serve.

‘We will continue 
to build upon our

relationships within
the community 
and continuously

search for ways to
deter crime...’

Honor Guard 
& Parade Fun
Chief Helton and the GPD
Honor Guard pause for a quick
picture on the day of the
Gastonia Christmas Parade.
This year the parade traveled
along downtown’s Main Avenue
with festivities at the Rotary
Centennial Pavilion/South
Street Pedestrian Plaza.
Pictured, left to right, are
Officers Andy Gregory, Jon
Schrock, Mike Rudisill, Jarod
Ewers, Chris Waldroup and
Chief Helton. (More parade
pictures are on page 4.)
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Chief Stacy Conley Retires
By Donna Lahser

BLB Editor

Chief Stacy Conley was
honored with a retirement
ceremony on Friday, Sept.

26, in the Gastonia Police
Department Community Room.
During the ceremony he was
praised for helping the department
achieve CALEA accreditation, and
for his servant leadership style of
management.

City Manager Ed Munn, Mayor
John Bridgeman, Councilwoman
Brenda Craig, and Chief Robert
Helton presented Chief Conley
with a number of gifts including a
retirement certificate and plaque,
the Distinguished Service Medal,
his service weapon, and a cash gift
in a card from the department’s
employees. 

With a humorous jab at Stacy’s
frugality, Assistant Chief Mike
Smith presented Chief Conley with
a Styrofoam cup to reuse in order
to save money with the Sniper
Conference. The ID Bureau

presented him with a knife and a
“day stick” that brought a lot of
laughs as it was compared to a
much larger regular night stick.

“He was more than a leader, he
wanted us to feel like family,” ID
Bureau Sgt. Jamin Brackett said.
“He made sure we had all the
training and equipment we needed.
He never micromanaged; he let us
do the job.”

Stacy’s family gave him a brick
commemorating his dates of
service with the GPD, and Sheriff 

Alan Cloninger called him “a cop’s
cop.” Sherry Dunaway praised him
for not seeking the limelight, but
working alongside GPD
employees.

“Thank you for everything you
girls did in the back,” Chief Conley
said at the close of the ceremony.
“I’ve enjoyed all 30 years of it. I
don’t know what comes next, but
it’s not going to compare to this.”

His retirement plans include
hunting, fishing, home remodeling
for a family member, and travel.

City Manager Ed Munn presents Chief Conley with his retirement
certificate during a ceremony on Sept. 26. (Photos by the ID Bureau)

The Blue Light 
Bulletin Staff

Executive Editor
Chief Robert C. Helton

Editor
Donna C. Lahser

Writers/Contributors
Mike Lari, E.G. Starling, 

Sherry Dunaway, Teri Mullinax, 
Jonas Hansen, Patrick Daley,

Mike Schwartz, Nancy Capistran,
Jamin Brackett, Dennis Boyce,
Warner Doles, Kevin McSwainThe ID Bureau presented Chief Conley with several gifts including a knife.

Pictured, left to right, are Detectives Anthony Borja, Michael Schwartz,
Jonas Hansen, and Sgt. Jamin Brackett.



The Blue Light Bulletin Winter 2015 Page 4

Christmas Parade Day Fun

(BWCs, continued from page 1)

expect video evidence. BWCs can
compliment in-car videos by
recording events that occur when
the officer is away from the patrol
car and out of view from the in-car
camera. About 90 percent of what
police do is away from the car.

In 2012, a study was conducted
at the Rialto Police Department in
California. The before and after
figures showed that citizen
complaints about perceived officer
misconduct or poor performance

declined 88 percent. The study also
revealed that use of force incidents
dropped 60 percent. The Rialto
Police Chief William Farrar stated
there was a change in behavior by
his officers and the public. He
explained, “I think it’s a mixture:
officers become more professional,
and citizens tend to behave better.”

Video evidence can help to
reduce frivolous law suits, agency
liability, officer court appearance
time, and help to improve officer
safety while increasing successful
prosecutions. Transparency is

important for gaining the public’s
trust. Citizens can record using
their cell phones, so why not have
our own instead of relying on what
could be only a partial recording of
the incident?

So, to answer the original
question about whether Gastonia
police officers will be equipped
with body worn cameras; I’d say
there is a high probability. 

There are many products on 
the market and we are currently
considering the best options for 
our department.

Body Worn Camera Benefits & Options
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Asst. Chiefs, Capt. & Sgt. Promotions
Capt. Travis

Brittain and
Capt. James

Smith have been
promoted to
Assistant Chiefs,
Sgt. Trent Conard
has been promoted
to Captain, and
Detective Adrienne
Walker-Hall has
been promoted to
Sergeant.

The string of job
openings and
promotions follows
the retirement of
Chief Stacy Conley
Sept. 30, and the
subsequent
promotion of
Assistant Chief Robert Helton to
Chief. All promotions were
effective Oct. 1.

“There are decades of
combined experience represented
with these promotions,” Chief
Helton said. “The promotions are
well earned.” 

Assistant Chief Brittain, 41,
joined the department in 1994 after
serving four-and-a-half years as a
Gastonia Police Explorer, and was
promoted to Sergeant in August
2004. He has served in the Street
Crimes Unit, Patrol, and is
commander of the Special
Situations Unit. His numerous
accomplishments include
implementation of the department’s
motorcycle program as well as
facilitation of task forces,
implementation of 800 megahertz
communications, manpower and
planning.

Assistant Chief Brittain’s
previous assignments were
Captain of the East District,
and most recently, Captain of
Administrative Services.

Assistant Chief Brittain
holds a bachelor’s degree in
Criminal Justice from
Gardner Webb University,
and a master’s degree in
Justice Aldministration from
Methodist University. He is
a member of Alpha Phi
Sigma National Criminal
Justice Honors Society, and
is an adjunct professor for
Gardner Webb University in
Boiling Springs, NC. 

He has received the
department’s Medal of Valor
and the Chief’s Achievement

Award. He is also a 2013 graduate
of the FBI National Academy. 

Assistant Chief Smith, 52,
joined the GPD in 1995. He has
served in Patrol, Street Crimes,
and as a Patrol Sergeant, and
Community Coordinator
Sergeant. He was promoted to
Captain in 2012, and was
assigned as Central District
Commander. In 2013 he was
transferred to the position of East
District Commander. In addition
to the East District, Assistant
Chief Smith has also commanded
the Shift Tactical Officers, Traffic
Unit, Sniper Team and K-9 Unit. 

Prior to his employment with
the GPD, Assistant Chief Smith
worked for the Gaston County
Sheriff’s Office as a Sheriff’s
Deputy, and was promoted to the
rank of Corporal. He served in the
U.S. Army, and is retired from the

North Carolina National Guard. He
obtained a bachelor’s degree in
Criminal Justice from the
University of North Carolina at

Charlotte. 
Capt.

Conard, 42,
joined the
department in
1996 and has
served in Patrol
as an officer,
Shift Investi-
gator, and
Sergeant. He has

been a leader in the implementation
and operation of the department’s
Police Training Officer Program.
He is a North Carolina certified law
enforcement instructor as well as a
nationally certified Problem-Based
Learning instructor. He was a
member of the Honor Guard for
seven years and served as its
supervisor for four years. Capt.

Conard holds a
bachelor’s
degree from
Montreat
College. 

Sgt. Walker-
Hall, 31, joined
the department
in 2009 and has
served with East

District Patrol and Juvenile
Investigations. She has been a
member of the Shift Tactical Team
since 2011, and has been a mentor
in Gaston County Schools since
2010. 

She holds the state’s Advanced
Law Enforcement Certificate, and a
bachelor’s degree in Criminology/
Biology from Barton College.  

Sgt. Walker-Hall

Capt. Conard

Asst. Chief Brittain

Asst. Chief Smith
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A New Year & Renewed Goals
This is a column about

looking forward to what is
coming. We’ve recently

come through the Advent season
and now we are at the beginning of
the New Year. Advent is the arrival
of a notable person, thing or event
and in the context of Christmas,
Christians celebrate the coming of
Christ. But the concept is broader
than that. Advent. Adventure.
These words share a common root
that basically means “something is
about to happen!”

If you are as old as I am then
you can remember the Heinz
ketchup commercials from the
70’s, set to the music of Carly
Simon singing, “anticipation,
anticipation…it’s making me wait.”
I’m salivating just remembering

that delicious looking burger
waiting for that perfect ketchup to
fall. The commercial finishes with
the tag line, “the taste that’s worth
the wait.”  

I hope that 2015 is a year that
allows you to see the ketchup
fall…metaphorically speaking of
course. Or literally, if that’s what
you need. Most of us have
unfinished goals. Let’s make this

year one of diligently pursuing
them. Embrace the adventure.
Savor the anticipation. When it
happens, it will be “the taste that’s
worth the wait.” 

This is not about simply not
giving up. Rather, this is about not
limping along thinking about the
disappointments or struggles of the
past year or years. Let that go.
Focus on the prize. Go get it.  

I recently backtracked about
seven miles to put gas in my tank.
After topping off, I resumed my
trip only to discover that if I had
just kept driving I was only about a
half mile from a gas station. My
fear had sent me into retreat, but I
was so close to the prize. You
probably are too! 

Be safe!
- Chaplain Dennis Boyce

Detective Mike Chambers Retires
Detective Mike Chambers

celebrated his retirement
with members of the

Detectives
Bureau during a
luncheon on
Nov. 18, and
several other
lunch dates with
friends and
colleagues.

Detective
Chambers joined the GPD in 1986
and served in Patrol until 1990. He
was a Field Training Officer in
1988-1989. He served as a
D.A.R.E. Officer in the Crime
Prevention Bureau from 1990-

1994. He worked as a Shift
Investigator before transferring to
the Detectives Bureau in 1999
where he served the remainder of
his career. He also served with the
Hostage Negotiators Team from
1997-2008 and as a part-time
Public Information Officer from
2005-2009.

In the Detectives Bureau,  
Mike started in violent crimes and
then moved to property crimes. 
“I learned from (retired Detective)
Jim Anderson that it’s all about 
the victim – to give them some
relief,” he said. “I put a lot of
people in prison. There were a lot
of life sentences.”

One of those life sentences went
to a serial rapist who raped a girl in
Gastonia after moving here from
Augusta, Ga., where he had raped
three other girls. More recent cases
he worked included a double
homicide on Titman Road, and a
case of a man killing his ex-wife’s
husband. The suspects pled guilty
in both cases.

Gifts received included his
retirement certificate, the
Distinguished Service Medal,
various plaques, and a letter from
UNC’s basketball coach Roy
Williams congratulating him on his
retirement, which will give him
more time to be a fan. 

Det. Chambers

‘Most of us have
unfinished goals.

Let’s make this year
one of diligently
pursuing them.’
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Detective Marty Smith
celebrated retirement with
family and friends on Nov. 18

in the GPD Community Room.
Detective Smith

joined the GPD in
1985 and worked in
Patrol, Vice &
Narcotics, Street
Crimes, and
Community
Policing. His most
recent assignment

was in Juvenile Investigations.
Chief Helton and Assistant Chief

Mike Smith presented a number of
gifts including a Key to the City, a
certificate of retirement, and a
retirement plaque. 

Capt. Reid Brafford shared a story
about Juvenile detectives not
discussing their cases in weekly
meetings so Capt. Brafford pressed
Marty for information one day, and
quickly learned not to ask due to sex
cases in Juvenile Investigations.

Sgt. Gene Weaver said Marty is a
practical joker, and a fake dog was
found in his personal car after Marty
had access to it. “Marty is a loyal
person, and a dedicated worker who
looks after those he works with.”

Sgt. Gary Johnson said Marty was
his Training Officer and taught him
how to take care of business and still
be compassionate. Detective Jeff
Wooten said he and Marty have been
like brothers since working in Vice.

“Be safe, look after each other and
be careful,” Marty said. “I’m sure
going to miss all of you.”

Detective
Marty Smith
Retires

***David Crow has been selected for the CID Detective position.
***Christopher Waldroup has been selected for Juvenile

Investigations.
***Brandon Davis, Aaron Fulton and Anthony Johnson have been

selected for the Gang Intelligence Liaison positions.
***Detective David Brogdon has been selected for the Bomb Squad

Probationary position.
***Honor Guard appointments are: Juan P. Sepulveda Cadavid and

Sam Cain.
***Josh Wood and Heath Stanley have been selected for the Shift

Tactical Team. Jordan Reese has been selected as the “A” Rotation
Shift Sniper.

***Steven Hoyle was released from training and assigned to the
West District under Sgt. Doug Carpenter. Nathanial McCraw was
released from training and assigned to the Central District under Sgt.
Scott Norton. Jacob Bowers has been assigned to the Central District
working on D-Rotation under Sgt. Adrienne Walker-Hall.

***Recently hired officers are: Matthew Ratchford, 7/7/14;
Nathaniel McCraw, 7/7/14; Adam Carpenter, 7/28/14; Robert
Gammons, 7/28/14; Adrian Moreira, 7/28/14; Russell Schlick, 7/28/14;
Brian DiYorio, 7/29/14; Samuel Barksdale, 8/4/14; Jacob Bowers,
8/4/14;  Justin Cline, 10/27/14; Adrian Trbovich, 11/24/14; and Travis
Repman, 11/24/14.

Det. Smith

GPD Tidbits
Transfers & New Assignments

Community Watch Association Leaders
Leaders of the Gastonia Community Watch Association are, left to
right, Pam Goode, secretary; Gretta Youngblood, president;
Torrence Lindsay, vice-president; and Margaret Littlejohn,
treasurer. Not pictured is Albert Moss, chaplain. 



A New GastoniaPD.org
Checkout GPD’s new and improved website launched on Dec. 12. In
addition to the online reporting and information previously offered, the new
site carries many updates, a Spotlight feature, and a Twitter feed which is
connected to GPD’s Facebook page.

Connect with Gastonia Police
on Facebook and Twitter


